Members of The Cambridge Friends of the Library gathered to offer another donation to the Cambridge
Library building fund Jan. 21. Shown above, Friends of the Library president Sharon Erb hands the check to
Cambridge Library building fund treasurer Patty Strohbusch. Photo by Tristan McGough.




Library addition heads toward

final

By Tristan McGough
Hometown News LP

"The Cambridge Com-
munity Library is very pleased
and very grateful for the gener-
ous support of the new library
building by the Town of
Christiana," declared David
Wilcox, president of the Board
of Trustees for the Cambridge

- Community Library, who just
received a donation from the
Town of Christiana in  the
* amount of $50,000.

Similarly, on Wednesday,
Jan. 21 the Friends of the
Library contributed another
$145,610 to the cause. It was
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added to the recently donated
$7,500 from the Ralph Evinrude
Foundation, and a substantial
dent was made in the $225,000
needed yet to finish all library
construction.

“My push,” confided Bob
Salov, Dane County supervisor
and also a member of the
library funding committee, “is
to collect the funds necessary to
com “the addition in the
sho >
our June of 2015 deadline.”

The endeavor to fund the
library addition from scratch
has been monumental and,
actually, has been decades in

The Town of Christiana has contributed over

$100,000 to the building campaign of the new
Cambridge library and will have naming writes to one

of the spaces.

st time possible before"

the making. Salov would like to
see enough money raised to
start an endowment for the
library that would grow over
time to meet future needs of the

library.
For the present building
project, financial essentials

were met by a wide range of
constituencies, including resi-
dents from Cambridge, Rock-
dale, London, Oakland and
Christiana; both municipal and
rural businesses; and many
foundations, civic groups, and
public agencies.

Wilcox pointed out, "While
the Cambridge Community
Library is located in the Village
of Cambridge, we are a com-
munity library, serving patrons
well beyond the village limits.
We thank the Town of
Christiana board for their lead-
ership and community spirit as
they help us cross the finish
line." ;

Gary Rattmann, Town of
Christiana’s board chair, said in
an interview, “A lot of township
residents sunported the project
from the start. And at the recent
town meeting, there was strong
endorsement for donating more
to a project that can have signif-
icant advantages for all resi-
dents, old and young alike.
And the Cambridge Com-
munity Library does just that.”

phase of construction

Besides being designed
three times the size of the cur-
rent library, expanding to 6,800
square feet, the new library will
feature a 24-hour drive-thru
book return, drive-thru book
check-out, a computer center,
community activities room and
a completely furnished com-
plex of interiors designed for
study and meetings.

Also, according to Library

~ Director Joan Behm, “We plan

to upgrade our library Web site
and purchase digital devices
that will be able to be checked
out that will allow free access to
books, audio books and maga-
zines.”

The $225,000 being gath-
ered now will be dedicated to
several forward-looking fea-
tures that anchor the imminent
expansions of the library’s |
design as a comprehensive and
technologically-sophisticated
information center equipped
for the 2Ist century. These
novel features can be put into
three groups:

*Wi-Fi Courtyard. This is
designed to build a physical
connection directly to Main
Street, as well as to the recently
expanded CamRock Trail, offer-
ing the community an appeal-
ing outdoor experience in land-

(Continued on Page 16) |







