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After morethan a decade of ups and downs, the effortto build a new $1.8 million libraryin
Cambridgeisclosinginonits goal.

Financial commitments inthe last month have pushed the fundraising total past 31 million. Library
officials expectto break ground in 2014.

“It's beenalongtrek, butthe projectfinally beganto gelin the last few weeks,” said Bob Salov,
chairman of the capital campaian.

The small existing libraryis squeezed into a second-floor wing of the village's community center.
The newfacility would be connectedto the center. At 6.800 square feet, it would be three times
as big as the current library.

In early December, the Cambridge Village Board signaled its intenttc commit$400.000 to the
project. The board of the neighboring town of Christiana recently voted to donate $54,000.

The library group already has $612.000 in the bank, fora combined total of just over $1 million.
Library officials hope the sum—and especially the village contribution—will lead to a large gift
fromthe Cambridge Community Foundation. The library group has asked for $600.000. While the
foundation has made no commitment, discussions and feedbhack have been positive, Salov said.

Libraryfundraisers also will be giving presentations inthe months aheadto leaders of several
other towns whose residents use the library.

The projecthas required perseverance, particularlyforthe library’s friends group. Its member
have spent years raising moneythrough events such as bake sales and raffles.

Early plans called for a stand-alone facility along Koshkonong Creek. Thatidea fellthrough dueto
flood plainissues.

“We've had a couple of false starts where we thoughtwe could doit andthe stars just didn't
_align.’ said Sharcn Erb, president of the friends group. ‘Thistime we're geingto do it”



